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Since 2006, the Gaia Pacha Foundation has been involved in a different 

array of environmentally friendly initiatives that includes projects of 

environmental education, adaptation/mitigation to climate change 

effects, and research. Since 2008, Gaia Pacha also has consolidated a 

volunteer project that supports the broad efforts of the Foundation in all 

the working projects.   

Gaia Pacha is a Non-profit Foundation that reflects the vision of women and men committed to the 

sustainable relation between people and nature.  Gaia Pacha´s main goal is to design and 

implement sustainable initiatives in order to embrace people´s behavior change towards the use of 

environmentally friendly technologies without losing perspective in the Bolivian policy context. 

Featured Projects 

 

1. Local Environmental Education initiatives: 

• The Pedestrian Day 

• The “Manzanas Verdes” campaign 

• Workshops at the rehabilitation center  

• Strategic activities at the “Demonstrative Center 

of Environmental Education” 
 
2. Design and production of educational material 

 

3. Educational spaces through the use of mass media 

Communications such as the Radio Program “La 

Chiwana Verde” (http://www.radiolachiwana.org). 
 

4. Research efforts in order to develop mitiga-

tion/adaptation strategies as response to the nega-

tive impacts of climate change in Bolivia. 

The Volunteers Project is open to for-

eign and Bolivian people and repre-

sents an opportunity of professional 

development or the interchange of 

valuable experiences. 



We offer 

 

• The possibility to be part of a team conformed by 
recognized professionals and to belong to a re-
nounced leader institution 

• The opportunity to participate in any of the wor-
king projects of Gaia Pacha 

• For University students, the volunteer experience 
can be endorsed as a working practice 

• 90% of field working experience 

Desired Volunteer Profile 

 

• Responsible, commited, enthusiast, and eager 
to learn 

• Culturally sensitive and good performance in 
teamwork 

• Spanish level medium 

www.gaiapacha.org 

What do we want ?                        

What do we require?  



International Volunteer Program’s Structure 

Orientation and Support 

The volunteers should attend to orientation sessions that will represent 
10% of their overall time.  During the sessions Gaia Pacha will a) intro-
duce and present the goals of the pertinent project, and b) coordi-
nate and outline a work schedule based on the volunteer’s time and 
capabilities. 

Host Organization 

Once the orientation sessions are finished, Gaia Pacha will introduce 
the volunteer to the correspondent host organization.  The host or-
ganization will be in charge of showing a more specific job descrip-
tion and will assign the volunteer a proper working space. 

Accommodation 

In order to encourage a full cultural experience, the volunteers 
are expected to live with an authentic Bolivian host family. 

Small Fund 

In order to ensure the continuity and implementation 
oft the projects, It is required for the volunteer to sup-
port the project’s activities with a small fund.  Usually, 
the small fund is used in the elaboration and produc-
tion of educational material. 



Distribution of economic contributions 

Others 

5,90% 

Production of 
Educational 

Material 

38,06% 

Green Infrastruc-
ture investment  

52,93% 

 

During the time period 2008●2010, about 38% of 
the volunteers’ funds were utilized to elaborate 
and produce environmental education materi-
als such as:  educational games, and informa-
tive booklets in Spanish and Braille system.  

 
Approximately 56 % of the funds were invested 
in the construction of green infrastructure such 
as a tree nursery in 2008. 
 

What do we do with your  contribution ?  



Program Costs... 

National Volunteers, Gaia Pacha encourages 

the participation of Bolivian students bringing them the 

opportunity of professional development performance.  In 

the same way, Bolivian professionals eager to share their 

experiences are equally welcome to work with Gaia Pa-

cha.  The only requirement for nacional students and pro-

fessionals is that they should accomplish the stablished go-

als set by the Foundation.  There is no cost for nacional 

volunteers. 

International Volunteers, the costs are 

distributed as fo-

llows: 

Accommodation 

(250 US dollars per month) 

Administrative and opera-
tional expenditures 

(100 US dollars per month) 

Funds for different project’s devel-
opment 

(150 US dollars per month) 



The state of Cochabamba is located in the heart of Bolivia.  According to the popular travelers guide Lonely Planet (http://

www.lonelyplanet.com/bolivia/the-southwest/cochabamba): 

“Cochabamba is a progressive and active city, has a growing population of approximately 1 million inhabitants and a vitality 

that is visibly absent from the more traditional higher-altitude cities.  The Cochabambinos believe that the city has the world’s 

most comfortable climate, with warm, dry, sunny days and cool nights.  The city’s name is derived by joining the Quechua 

words khocha and pampa, meaning ‘swampy plain’.  The city of Cochabamba lies in a fertile green bowl, 25 km long by 10 

km wide, set in a landscape of fields and low hills.  To the northwest rises 5035 m “Cerro Tunari”, the highest peak in central Bo-

livia.  The area’s rich soil yields abundant crops of maize, barley, wheat, alfalfa, and orchards and citrus fruits”.  

The city is surrounded by valuable preincaicos and incaicos vestiges which preserve the colonial facade.  Cochabamba presents a strong 

political root of social movements, which can be exemplified with the worldwide known Water War of 2001.  This year, organized social 

movements protested against the privatization of water rights (http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/stories/bolivia/timeline.html; and 

http://www.democracynow.org/2010/4/19/the_cochabamba_water_wars_marcella_olivera). 

In a similar way than other states of Bolivia, Cochabamba prioritizes the fulfillment of basic needs such as access to water, sewage systems, 

electricity, education, and health among others.  Unfortunately, the type of development that characterizes any growing city usually leaves 

behind the negative effects in the quality of the natural resources and the environment.  Despite of this fact, there is clear evidence of sev-

eral initiatives that promote local sustainable development in rural and urban areas by encouraging the use of proper green technologies 

and the change of people’s behavior. 

Cochabamba 



Thanks to all the participants in the volunteer program ●  internationals ●  alison lavoie ●   colin vandenburgh ●   sarah machacek  ●   

lewis mcneill ●   breck stremmel ●  ginger andreson ●  ursala hudson ●  tyler martin ●  vanessa johnson ●  nathan chismar ●  ali 

brown ●  jesse james lalonde ●  camila morrow ●  martha sampler ●   antoine grand ●  sharon benzoni ●  elsa wikander ●  sergis ri-

bas ●  shalynn Pack ●  maia sparrow ●  yucca aurovillian ●  nationals ●  fátima michel ●  carla sánchez ●  sandra guzmán ●  fátima 

mercado ●  valerie rosas ●  andrea rivero ●  claudia villarroel ●  jhaneth crispin ●  ariana castillo ● daniel torrico ●  liliana cáceres ●  

alvaro quinones ●  alem banegas ●  maría virginia humerez ●  lezly urey ●  alejandra sosa ●  andrea vargas ●  carmen castillo ●  

claudia villarroel ●  daniel torrico ●  pamela castro ●  vanessa gandarillas ●  inka kusstatscher ●  ana gabriela bustillo ●  sergio ta-

pias ●  jaime salamanca ●  ivar zambrana ●  karen córdova ●  katalina landaeta ●  andrea toro ●  adriana flores ●  gustavo flores ●  

laura trigo ●  rosa guizada ●  pamela torrico ●  carlos peñaranda ●  laura garcia ●  noelia barea ●  ana gabriela requena ●  carmi-

ña janko ●  christian nogales ●  daniela molina ●  fernando saravia ●  gabriela anaí rojas ●  josé ignacio bustamante ●  karen ustariz 

●  marcelo bustamante ●  maría rené ramos ●  violeta rojas ●  verónica guzmán ●  alejandra fuentes ●  andrea thames ●  taqmina 

thames ●  ximena arze ●  andrea pardo ●  roosevelt zharate ●  amisadaí miranda ●  dinah cristina ●  irina soto ●  anahí trigo ●  mar-

cela amurrio ●  mirna mamani ●  jhovina pimienta ●  marcela oropeza ●  stefani e. garcía ●  carlos d. ledezma ●  vivian romero ●  

fabiola calcina ●  delma ugarte ●  janneth vargas ●  miguel vidal ●  miguel velásquez ●  shirley medinacelli ●  jasel ramírez ●  rocío 

miranda ●  claudia alejandra guzmán ●  mariel ríos ●  nathalia gonzales ●  raisa jaldín ●  winny sejas ●  more information  ●  web ●  

www.gaiapacha.org ●  mail ●  gaiapacha@gaiapacha.org ●  address ●  francisco de quevedo street  between lope de vega and 

thomas mann ●  telephone  ●  (591) 4 4292749 ●  cochabamba ●  bolivia 


